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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to examine the
effects of “Attribute-Emphasizing Instances (AEI)” on
reading a text.

Seventy-two junior-college students were sur-
veyed on their knowledge of text and their responses
to AEL. It was shown that the extent of the discrep-
ancy between the prior knowledge of a student and the
information provided by AEI influenced the student’s
responses to AEL. It was found that an adequate
degree of discrepancy made the AEI more interesting

to the students.

In a separate study, 111 junior-college students
were randomly assigned to two groups: the Experi-
The E
Group was presented with AEI before reading the text

mental (E) Group and the Control (C) Group.
while the C Group was not. The posttest scores of
the E Group tended to be higher than those of the C
Group. For the E Group, the findings suggested that
the effects of the AEI were influenced by the kind of
questions students had about the AEI rather than by
the discrepancy between their prior knowledge and

the information imparted by the AEL
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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to examine the
effects of the presentation of verbal materials and of
the familiarity of words in young children’s learning
to read Japanese special syllables.

The subjects were 90 children whose average
age was 5:8. On the basis of an equal distiribution of
age, male-female ratio, and the number of letters
(Japanese Hiragana) they could read, the subjects
were assigned to one of the following three groups:
Group One: letter method, Group Two: syllable
method, and Group Three: word method.

Group One subjects were presented with artifi-
cially constructed letters combined to form words
(containing Japanese special syllables when written in
Hiragana) and were taught how to read the letters
individually and then the words. Group Two sub-
jects were given syllables consisting of artificially
constructed letters and words and were taught how to
read fhe syllables and then the words. Group Three

subjects were presented with words using the artifi-

cially constructed letters and were taught how to read
whole words without previously learning the letters or
syllables. Of the four words presented to all groups,
two were deemed to be “familiar” and two “low-
familiar” depending upon the frequency of use in daily
life.

The words were taught to all subjects by using
a series of five trials, each trial consisting of two
learning periods and one test period. In a separate
reading test, each subject was asked to read the six
letters, two syllables, and four words that were taught
in the acquisition trials.

The main findings were as follows: (1) While
the subjects in the syllable-method group got higher
scores than those in the other two groups, there was
no significant difference between the performances of
the letter-method and the word-method group. (2) The
performances in learning to read using words with
high familiarity were significantly better than with

low-familiarity words.
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SUMMARY

Sophomores of Shinshu University were ran-
domly assigned to an experimental reading program,
and to a control group. The program consisted of
reading 6 assigned books, writing short essays on
each, and discussing their contents in small groups.
The purpose of the program was to foster independent
reading among college students.

Two years after the program a questionnaire
was administered to the students in the experimental

and control groups, to inquire about the number of

books they had read per month during their subse-
quent college years. The average number of books
per month for the combined (n=353) of respondents
was 2.36. The percentage of students among the
experimental group, (63/161) who had read more than
the average number, was significantly higher than the
percentage of students among the control group, (55/
192) . It is concluded that the reading program was
effective in fostering the independent reading of Shin-

shu University students.
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SUMMARY

Two experiments were conducted to assess the
effects of “focus instance” on the comprehension of
scientific texts.

In the first experiment, junior-college students
were randomly divided into three groups: Mg Group,
Sp Group, and Jc Group. All groups were given
reading materials explaning the principle that “all
spermatophytes flower and bear seeds.” The focus
instance—an exemplar of the principle—was different
for each group: morning glory for the Mg Group,
sweet potato for the Sp Group, and Japanese cedar for
the Jc Group. In a pretest, the subjects selected for
the study had correctly identified the morning glory
but incorrectly excluded the sweet potato and
Japanese cedar as examples of the principle of flower-
ing and seed bearing plants. In a post-test, the sub-
jects were presented with seven kinds of spermato-
phytes (Chinese plane, cosmos, rape, tulip, white
potato, pine tree, and lily) and asked which of the
plants flower and bear seeds. One outcome was that
the Sp Group and the Jc Group surpassed the perfor-

mance of the Mg Group on the identification task.

In the second experiment, junior-college stu-
dents were randomly assigned to three groups: Wa
Group, Ir Group, and Sa Group. They were all asked
to read materials explaning the principle that “all
matter can undergo a phase transition (solideliquid2
gas).” The focus instance given in the reading assigned
to each group differed. Water (H,0), iron (Fe), and
salt (NaCl) were included in the presentations as focus
instances for the Wa, Ir, and Sa groups, respectively.
In a pretest, subjects correctly identified water as
capable of phase transition but made erroneous judg-
ments about iron and salt. In the posttest, subjects
were presented with six kinds of matter (hydrogen,
alcohol, mercury, parothol, rock crystal, and oxygen)
and asked to identify objects that can change into the
focus-instance states. The results showed that the Ir
and Sa groups surpassed the performance of the Wa
Group.

The results were discussed in terms of differ-

ences in information content that subjects received

from the focus instances.
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