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100 Significant Books’’

Ancient Times

Aeschylus—Plays

Aristophanes—Plays

Aristotle—Ethics and Politics

The Bible

Confucius—Thz Analects
Euripides—Plays

Herodotus—History

Homer—The Iliad and The Odssey
Lucretius—On the Nature of Things
Marcus Aurelius—Meditations
Plato—The Republic and The Symposium
Plutarch—Lives

Sophocles—Plays

Thucydides—The Peloponnesian Wars
Vergill—The Aeneid

Middle Ages and Reanissance

The Arabian Nights
Becon—Essays and Advancement of Learning
Boccaccio—The Decameron
Cellini—Autobiography
Cevantes—Don Quixote
Chaucer—The Canterbury Tales
Dante—The Divine Comedy
Erasmus—In Praise of Folly
Machiavelli—The Prince
Malory—Le Morte d’Arth
Mohammed—The Koran
Montaaigne—Essays
More—Utopia

Omar Khayydm-—The Rubaiyat

Rabelais—Gargantua and Pantagrue!
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Shakespeare—Plays and Poetry

17th and 18th Centuries

.Boswell—Life of Samuel Johnsor
Bungan—Pilgrim’s Progress
.Burns—Poems
Defoe—Robinson Crusoe
Descartes—A Discourse on’ Method
- Donne—Poems
Fielding—Tom Jones
Eranklin—Autobiography
“Gibbon—The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
‘Hamilton et al—The Federalist
Malthus—Principles of Population
iMilton'—Poems
Moliere—Plays
Paine—The Rights of Man
jPepys—Diary .
Rousseau—Emile and The Social Contract
j7Smith—~The Wealth of Nations
. Spinoza—Philosophy
- Sterne—Tristram Shandy
Swift—Gulliver’s Travels
Voltaire—Candide

19th Century

Austen—Pride and Prejudice
Balzéc—Eugénie Grandet

" E. Bronte—Wuthering Heights
Browning——Poems

" Butler—The Way of All Flesh
Byron—Poems

- CChekhow—Short Stories
Darwin—The Origin of Species
Dickens—David Copperfield

" Dostoevski—Crime and Punishment
Emerson—Essays

' Flaubert—Madame Bovary
Goethe—Faust
Hardy—Tess of the D’urbervilles
- Hawthorne—The Scarlet Letter
Hugo—Les Misérables
Ibsen—Plays

- Keats—Poems

Marx—Capital

- Maupassant—Short Stories
Melville—Moby Dick

Poe—Tales

Reade—The Cloister and the Hearth
Shelley—Poems

Stendhal—The Red and the Black
Thackeray—Vanity Fair
Thoreau—Walden

Tolstoi—War and Peace
Twain—Huckleberry Finn
Whitman—Leaves of Grass

Wordsworth—Poems

20th Century

Adams—The Education of Henry Adams
Bennett—The Old Wives’ Tale
Dreiser—An American Tragedy
Frager—The Golden Bough
Freud—Introduction to Psychoanalysis
Lewis—Babbitt

Mann—The Magic Mountain
Maugham—Of Human Bondage
Merejkowski—The Romance of Leonardo da Vinci
O’Neill—Plays

Sandburg—Lincoln

Shaw—Plays and Prefaces .
Steinbeck—The Grapes of Wrath
Steffens—Autobiography

Veblen—The Theory of the Leisure Class

Wells—Outline of History
Yeats—Poems
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Revised Summer, 1956
First Year Reading List
_Autumn Quarter
1 —Sophocles (496—406 B. C.) Antigone (Chicago)
2 —Plato (427—346 B. C.) Apology (Philosophy of
Plato, Modern Library)
3 —Plato, Crito (Philosophy of Plato, Modern Library)
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4 —Thucydides (471—400 B. C.) Peloponnesian War,
I (Modern Library)

5 —Thucydides, Peloponnesian War, II

6 —Plato, Meno (Library of Liberal Arts)

7 —Plato, Meno

8 —Plato, Republic, I (Everyman, Arﬁerican Edition)

9 —Plato, Republic, II

10—Plato, Republic, I

11—Plato, Republic, IV
Science : Logio (Mimeographed)
Humanities : Plato, Ion (mimeographed)

Winter Quarter

1;Sophoclw, Oedipus Rex (Chicago)

2 —Genesis and St. John

3 —Aristtle (384—322 B. C.) Ethics, I (Introduction
to Aristotle, Modern Library)

4 —Aristotle, Ethics, II

5 —Aristotle, Ethics, I

6 —Aristotle, Ethics, IV

7 —Aristotle, Ethics, V Oresteia (Chicago)

8 —Aeschylus (525—456 B. C.)

9 —Aeschylus, Oresteia

10—Machiavelli (1499—1527) The Prince (New Ame-
rican Library, Mentor)

11—Machiavelli, The Prince
Science : Euclid (ca. 323—283 B. C.) Elements -

of Geometry (Dover, Volume 10

Humanities : Aristotle, Poetics

Spring Quarter

1 —Shakespeare (1564—1616) The Tempest (Ginn)

2 —Hobbes (1588—1679) Leviathan, I (Everyman,
American Edition)

3 —Hobbes, Leviathan, IT

4 —Hobbes, Leviathan, I

5 —Hobbes, Leviathan, II

6 —Shakespeare, Hamlet (Ginn)

7 —Shakespeare, Hamlet

8 —Mill (1806—1873) Utilitarianism (Library of Libe- -
ral Arts)

- 9 —Mill, Utilitarianism

10—Dostoyevsky (1821—1881) Grime and Punishment
(Avon) )
11—Dostoyevsky, Crime and Punishment
Science: Lobachevski (1742—1856) Thedry of
Parallels (Open Court)
Humanities : Lyric Poems and Short Stories



& & B ¥ (O. 1)

Revised Summer, 1956
Second Year Reading List
Autumn Quarter
1 —Cervantes (1547—1616) Don Quixote (Penguin)
2 —Cervantes, Don Quixote
3 —Plato, Republic, ] —II (Everyman)
4 —Plato, Republic, II—IV
5 —Plato, Republic, V
6 —Plato, Republic, VI
. 7 —Plato, Republic, VI
8 —Plato, Republic, V[—IX
9 —Plato, Republic, X
10—Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound (Chicago)
11—Homer (ca. 850 B. C.) The Iliad, I —VII (Chicago)
Science: Aristotle, Physics II (Introduction to
Aristotle, Modern Library)
Humanities ; Painting, Sculpture, Architecture
‘Winter Quarter
1 —Homer, The Iliad, X—XVI
" 2 —Homer, The Lliad, X VI—X XIV
3 —Aristotle, Ethics, I —V
4 —Aristotle, Ethics, VI
" 5 —Aristotle, Ethics, VI
6 —Arristotle, Ethics, VI
7 —Aristotle, Ethics, X
8§ —Aristotle, Ethics, X
9 —Augustine (396—430) Confessions, I —V (Sheed
and Ward) i
10—Augustine, Confessions, VI—X
‘11—Voltaire (1694—1778) Candide (Ponguin)
Science : Aristotle, Physics II
Humanities : Music ‘
Spring Quarter
1 —Shakespeare, King Lear (Ginn)
2 —Shakespeare, King Lear
3 —Locce (1632—1704) Second Treatise on Goverment,
' I —XI (Liberal Arts)
.4 —Locke, Second Treatise on Goverment, XI—XIX
. .5 —Milton (1632—1674) Paradise Kost, I —VI
(Rinehart) .
" .6 —Milton, Paradise Lost, VI—XIX
7 —Rousseau (1712—1778) Social Contract, I —II
(Liberal Arts)
8 —Rousseau, Social Contract, [I—IV
9 —The Federalist, 1—10, 14—18, 23 (Moders Library)
10—The Federalist, 30—31, 37—41, 47—351, 85

— 48 —

11—Conrad (1857—1924) Heart of Darkness (Mentor)
Science : Galileo (1864—1642) Dialogue on Two
New Sciences :
Humanities : Lessing (1729—1781) Lackoon,
sections 1—4, 12—16 (Everyman)
Revised Summer 1956
Third Year Reading List
Autumn Quarter
1 —Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Keramazov (Moder
Library)
2 —Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Karamazov
3 —Plato, Symposium (Philosophy of Plato, Modern
Library)
4 —Plato, Symposium
5 —Plato, Symposium
6 —Homer, Odyssey (Oxford)
7 —Homer, Odyssey
8 —Plato, Laws, I (Loed, Volume ])
9 —Plato, Laws, IT
10—Plato, Laws, I
11—Plato, Laws, IV
Science : Newton: (1642—1727) Principia (Great
Books)
Humanities : Aristotle, Rhetoric (Modern Library)
Winter Quarter '
1 —Plutarch (ca. 46—120 A. D.) Lycurgus, Numa
(Lives, Regnery)
2 —Plutarch, Caesar, Alexander
3 —Gibbon (1737—1794) The Decline and Fall of th
Roman Empire, I —VI
4 —Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Romane
Empire (Modern Library)
5 —Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
6 —Dante, (1265—1321) Inferno (Penguin)
7 —Dante, Inferno
8 —St. Thomas Aquinas, Treatise on Law (Regnery)
9 —St. Thomas Aquinas, Treatise on Law
10—Chaucer (d. ca. 1400) Canterbury Tales (Penguin)
11—Chaucer, Canterbury Tales
Science : Einstein (1879—1955) Relativity (Grown)
Humanities : Thucydides, Peloponnesion War
(selections)
Spring Quarter
1 —Melville (1819—1891) Moby-Dick (Modern Library)
2 —Melville, Moby-Dick
3 —Lucretius (94—55 B. C.) On the Nature of Things
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4 —Lucretius, On the Nature of Things

5 —Lucretius, On the Nature of Things

6 —Spinozs (1632—1677) Political Tractate (Dover,
Volumell)

7 —Spinoza, Political Tractate

8 —Kant (1724—1804) Fundamental Principles of the
Metaphysic of Morals

9 —Kant, Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of
Morals

10—Kant, Fundamental Principles of the Mataphysic of
Morals

11—Joyce (1882—1941) Portrait of the Artist (New
American Librarf) k
Science ; Einstein, Relativity
Humanities : Nietzeche (1844—1900) Uses and

Abuses of History (Liberal Arts)

Revised Summer 1956

Fourth Year Reading List

Autumn Quarter

1 —Tolstoy (1823—1910) War and Peace (Modern
Library)

2 —Tolstoy, War and Peace

3 —Herodotus (fl: ca. 450 B. C.) History (Modern
Library)

4 —Herodotus, History

5 —Plato, Gorgias

6 —Platn, Gorgias

7 —Plato, Gorgias

8 —Aristotle, Politics, I (Modern Library)

9 —Aristotle, Politics, I, III

10—Aristotle, Politics, IV

11—Aristotle, Politics, V .
Science : Descartes (1596—1650) Discourse on

Method (Everyman, American Ed)

Humanities : Plato, Meno (Liberal Arts)

Winter Quarter

1 —Aristotle, Politics, VI

2 —Aristotle, Politics, VI, VI

3 —Hume (1711—1776) Principles of Morals (Open
Court)

4 —Hume, Principles of Morals

5 —Hume, Principles of Morals

6 —Swift (1667—1745) Gulliver’s Travels (Everyman)

7 —Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

8 —Adam Smith (1723—1790) The Wealth of Nations,
1, 1—9 (Modern Library)
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9 —Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nation, IV, I, pp.

397—418; 3, pp. 440—446; 8, pp. 607—627

10—Marx (1818—1883) Capital, 1, 1—3, IV, VI, VI

(Modern Library) '

11—Marx, Capital, XIV, XXIV, I, XXV, 3

Science : Aristotle, Physics, 11, 1—2; Metaphysics

11, 6, i; XI, 7; XI, I (mimeographed)
"~ Humanities: Descartes, Meditations, I and II
(Everyman, American Edition)
Spring Quarter v
1-—Shakespeare, Coriolanus (Cambridge)
2 —Leibniz (1640—1716) Monadology (Scribner, s)
3—J. W. Goethe (1749—1832) Faust, I (Modern -
- Library) .
4 —J. W. Goethe, Faust, II
S;Dewey (1859—1952) Experience and Education

(Mac Millan)

6 —Freud, (1856—1939) Introductory Lectures on

Fsychoanalysis, I  (Perma a Giant)

7 —Freud, Introductory Lectures on Psychoanalysis, II
8 —Freud, Introductory Lectures on Psychoanalysis, I
9 —Plato, Phaedo
10~Plata, Phaedo
11—Plato, Phaedo .

Science : Bergson (1859—1941) Greative Evolu-
tion (selections)

Humanities : Kant, Critique of Pure Reason,
Introduction to the Second Edition
(mimeographed)

Directors ;

President, The Great Books Foundation

Gordon G. Dupee

Chairman of the Board

Wilbur C. Munnecke: Vice President & Business
Manager Chicago Sun-Times

Chairman of the Executive Committee

Lynn A Williams, Jr. Attorney

Mortimer ].b Adler Director, Institure for Philosophical
Reserarch

Mrs. Cecil Barnes

Thomas H. Beacom Vice President, The First National
Bank of Chicago

Garret L. Bergen Vice President, Marshall Field and
Company -

Warren M. Cannon McKinsey & Company

Rev. John J. Cavanauch University of Notre Dame
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Norman' Cousins Editor, The Saturdey Review

Richard E. Crouch Director, London Public Library and
Art Museum, London, Ontario

_Clifton Fadiman

Matthew P. Gaffney

" - ‘Pierre F. Goodrich Attorney, Goodrich, Campbell and

Warren ‘ .

Daggett Harvey Vice President, Fred Harvey

Cyril O. Houle Professor of Education, The University
of Chicage

John Hall Jacobs Librarian, New Orleans Publxc Library

Meyer Kestnbaum President, Hart Schaffner & Marx

Roger J. Kiley Judge, Appellate Court of Illinois

Harold F. Linder President, General American Investors
Co., Inc.

Harold R. McKinnon Attorney, Bronson, Bronson &
McKinnon

L. Quincy Mumford Librarian, Library of Congress

Elizabeth H. Pyepcke

John S. Richards Librarian, Seattle Public Library

George Seaton Assistant Vice President, Illinois Bell
Telephone Company

Renslow P. Sherer Chairman, Board of Directors,
Sherer-Gillett Company o

Survey of Adult
Education, American Library Association

Hermon Dunlap Smith President, Marsh & MoLennan

Charles F. Strubbe, Jr. Joswick, Ormsby, & Strubbe

Mrs, Lillian C, Van Mater Director, The Hempatead
Public Library. Hempstead, New York

George H. Watking Vice President in Charge of
Development, The University of Chicago

Harriett W. Welling

Raymond H. Wittcoff Vice President,

Helen Huguenor Smith Director,

Caradine Hat
Company
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