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SUMMARY

The purposes of this study were to investigate
whether oral composition skills facilitate the develop-
ment of reading and writing skills and whether the
acquisition of written composition skills affects the
quality of oral compositions. There were 64 five-year-
old kindergarten students in the study sample. The
sample was divided into two groups, matched for sex
and levels of ability, as measured by the WISC-R and
the Reading Ability Test. One of these groups was
administered the reading and composition tests in
May; the other group in February. The February
group was subdivided into two subgroups, matched on

the same variables, and followed up at two different

times, in June and in September, during their first year
of elementary school.

The tests were as follows: 1. Oral Reading and
Copying of a reformed version of a poem; 2. Oral and
Written Compositions of a story, with two order
conditions: a. the planning condition, from oral compo-
sition to written composition, and b. the no-planning
condition, from written to oral composition; and 3.
Expository Composition, putting the events in three
pictures in sequence. The process of writing letters
was observed and evaluated in terms of vocalizing the
sound of a letter as an aid to writing, writing speed,

hesitation during writing, and accuracy of forming
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letters. The students were also interviewed; and a
questionnaire survey was sent to the parents to obtain
their attitudes toward literacy.

The results indicated that the students’ written
compositions were influenced by their scripting abil-
ities, and this influence is independent of both the
planning and no-planning conditions. As they acquired
the ability to script Hiragana characters without
external verbal aids they developed independent writ-

ten composition skills. By September of the first year

3% W1T

in elementary school, which begins in April, they were
able to write compositions without language style
errors.

From the interviews with first graders it was
clarified that they gradually became aware of the
functional value of literacy, in step with their develop-
ment of literary skills. In summarizing the parent
survey, most parents thought it better to leave literacy
education to their child’s spontaneity during the

kindergarten years.
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SUMMARY

The history of teaching oral English skills in
secondary schools in England over the past 25 years
was reviewed in three periods: 1. 1963-75, 2. 1975-85,
and 3. 1985-88. From the perspective of language
usage in daily life, oral English activities were classi-
fied in: a. school settings, b. employment settings, and
c. leisure settings.

In the first period the teaching of oral English

skills was in a preparatory stage. In the second period

the teaching of oral English skills in school settings
was established, and the stage was set for oral English
skills in employment settings. In the third period the
teaching of oral English skills in employment settings
was established and extended to leisure settings. The
teaching of oral English skills was extended from oral
language activities in the school environment to oral

language skills in employment and leisure settings.
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